
I G N AT I U S  P R E S S
1-800-651-1531 • www.ignatiuscriticaleditions.com

“Tradition is the extension of Democracy through time; it is the proxy of the dead and the enfranchisement of the
unborn. Tradition may be defined as the extension of the franchise. Tradition means giving votes to the most obscure 
of all classes, our ancestors. It is the democracy of the dead. Tradition refuses to submit to the small and arrogant
oligarchy of those who merely happen to be walking about. All democrats object to men being disqualified by the
accident of birth; tradition objects to their being disqualified by the accident of death. Democracy tells us not to
neglect a good man’s opinion, even if he is our groom; tradition asks us not to neglect a good man’s opinion, even if 
he is our father. I, at any rate, cannot separate the two ideas of democracy and tradition.” — G. K. Chesterton
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The Ignatius Critical Editions
provide a scholarly presentation and insight into
classical works of literature based on their historical
context without a reinterpretation or imposition
of modern ideologies. Understand these great
books as their authors intended.

Edited by acclaimed literary biographer Joseph Pearce, 
the Ignatius Critical Editions ensure that traditional 
moral  readings of the works are given prominence,
instead of “politically correct” readings, which 
often dominate other series of classic works. 

Ignatius Critical Editions enable educators,
students, and other lovers of good literature
to buy editions of great works
without having to “buy into”
an ideological agenda.

The series is ideal for anyone wishing
to understand the great works of
Western civilization, enabling the
modern reader to enjoy these classics
in the company of some of the finest
teachers of literature alive today.
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ICE STUDY GUIDES
ICE Study Guides are constructed to help the reader achieve a 
level of critical and literary appreciation befitting the works them-
selves. Ideally suited for students themselves and as a guide for 
teachers, the ICE Study Guides include the following features.

Introductions situate the reader in the work, historically and other-
wise. Summaries give an overview of chapters and sections. Key 
Moments and Themes and Points to Ponder are addressed to train 
the students’ careful attention to important parts and ideas in the text. 
Text-level Questions test the students’ knowledge of the narrative. 
Higher-level Questions test the students’ ability to discern themes 
and correlations in the work itself, and their ability to critically 
evaluate these in terms of literary merit and wider significance.

COMING SOON
The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes, by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle
The Canterbury Tales, by Geoffrey Chaucer
Romantic Poets II, by Byron, Shelley, and Keats

BULK ORDERS
Special pricing is available to make ordering for the classroom or 
your reading group more affordable. Discounts range from 20-52%, 
depending on quantity ordered. 

Call toll-free 1-800-651-1531 or visit www.Ignatius.com. 
School teachers and administrators ordering for their school can 
call toll-free at 1-866-431-1531. Visit the ICE website for details.

Considering the Ignatius Critical Editions for your classroom?
Educators interested in more information or in a free review copy, visit www.ignatiuscriticaleditions.com 

IGNATIUS CRITICAL EDITIONS FEATURES
Ignatius Critical Editions feature the editorial and critical work of  
accomplished professors of literature and scholarly commentators. 

Each book includes an extensive scholarly introduction and 
several essays of contemporary criticism. Many of the books also 
include essays of classic criticism by renowned, trusted critics of 
the past. 

Ignatius Critical Editions also feature detailed, updated annota-

tion. While the explanatory notes in many older critical editions 
can often frustrate readers, the annotation in the Ignatius Critical 
Editions is comprehensive and understandable. Readers can enjoy 
clear, reliable explanations, written in straightforward, modern 
prose.  Scholarly, readable, and attractive, 

Ignatius Critical Editions are perfectly suited for teachers, students, 
and serious readers of every sort.  

EDITORS & CONTRIBUTORS
• David Williams (1939-2015), Kennedy-Smith Chair
  of Catholic Studies at McGill University.  
• Barbara H. Wyman, Instructor of English and Latin
  at McNeese State University.
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• Crystal Downing, Professor of English and Film Studies
  at Messiah College.
• Anthony Esolen, Writer-in-residence at Magdalen College
  of the Liberal Arts. 
• Fr. Allan Fitzgerald, O.S.A., Director of the
  Augustinian Institute at Villanova University.
• Richard Harp, Chair of the Department of English, 
  University of Nevada, Las Vegas.
• David Lyle Jeffrey, Distinguished Professor
  of Literature and Humanities at Baylor University.
• Fr. Joseph T. Lienhard, S.J., Professor of Theology
  at Fordham University.
• Fr. David Vincent Meconi, S.J., Assistant Professor
  of patristic theology at Saint Louis University.
• Louis Markos, Professor in English and Scholar in Residence
  at Houston Baptist University.
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  at the University of Louisiana at Lafayette.
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Joseph Pearce, the Series Edi-
tor of Ignatius Critical Editions, is 
the author of numerous acclaimed 
biographies of major literary figures 
including William Shakespeare, 
Alexander Solzhenitsyn, G. K. 
Chesterton, J. R. R. Tolkien, C. S. 
Lewis, Hilaire Belloc, and Oscar 
Wilde. He is Director of Book Pub-
lishing at Augustine Institute, and 
editor of Faith & Culture and the 
Saint Austin Review.

Guest Editors include: 
• Michael D. Aeschliman, Professor Emeritus of Education
  at Boston University.
• Clinton Brand, Associate Professor of English
  at the University of St. Thomas (Houston, TX). 
• Trevor Lipscombe, Director of The Catholic University
  of America Press.
• Eleanor Bourg Nicholson, Assistant editor for the St. Austin
  Review, Director of Religious Education at St. Thomas\
  Aquinas University Parish, author of A Bloody Habit.
• Mary Reichardt, Professor of Catholic Studies
  at the University of St. Thomas (St. Paul, MN).
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BRAM STOKER

Dracula. Often vacillating wildly between the terrible and the 
comic, Dracula at the same time brings to life a host of compelling 
themes: tensions between antiquity and modernity; the powers and 
limitations of technology; the critical importance of feminine virtue; 
the difference between superstition and religion; the nature of evil; 
and, perhaps most compellingly, the complex relationship between 
ancient faith and scientific enlightenment. 

7DP...592 pp, $11.95
Study Guide: 7DSP...32 pp, $3.95

JONATHAN SWIFT

Gulliver’s Travels. This is one of the greatest satirical works ever 
written. Through the misadventures of Lemuel Gulliver, Swift 
exposes many of the follies of the English Enlightenment, from 
its worship of science to its neglect of traditional philosophy and 
theology. Swift’s satire on the threats posed by the Enlightenment  
makes this priceless reading for today’s defenders of tradition.

7GTP...451 pp, $9.95
Study Guide: 7GTSP...32 pp, 3.95

OSCAR WILDE

The Picture of Dorian Gray. In true Faustian tradition this novel 
tells the tale of a young man who sells his soul to the devil in return 
for youthful immortality, only to discover that the “devil’s bargain” 
is no bargain at all. “What does it profit a man if he gain the whole 
world and lose his own soul?” When Dorian Gray is asked this 
question he knows the answer. He has learned his lesson the hard 
way and has destroyed the lives of others into the bargain. 

7PDGP...311 pp, $7.95
Study Guide: 7PDGSP...32 pp, $3.95

AMERICAN CLASSICS

Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain
7HFP...414 pp, $9.95

Study Guide: 7HFSP...32 pp, $3.95

Moby Dick by Herman Melville
7MDP...725 pp, $11.95

Study Guide: 7MDSP...48 pp, $3.95

The Red Badge of Courage by Stephen Crane. Crane described 
his novel as a “psychological portrait of fear.” His realistic narrative 
is based on stories told by Civil War veterans. In a sense, modern 
American fiction begins with Crane’s masterful, impressionistic 
depiction of Private Henry Fleming under fire.

7RBCP...296 pp, $7.95
Study Guide: 7RBCSP...32 pp, $3.95

The Scarlet Letter by Nathaniel Hawthorne
7SLP...309 pp, $7.95

Study Guide: 7SLSP...32 pp, $3.95

Uncle Tom’s Cabin by Harriet Beecher Stowe. First published 
in 1852, this monumental work is now being reexamined by crit-
ics, scholars, and students. Stowe’s Tom is American literature’s 
first black hero, a man who suffers for refusing to obey his oppres-
sors. Uncle Tom’s Cabin is a living, relevant story about the cruelest 
forms of injustice and the courage it takes to fight them.

7UTCP...689 pp, $11.95
Study Guide: 7UTCSP...32 pp, $3.95

JANE AUSTEN

Mansfield Park. This novel about ordination and family delves 
into questions of the upbringing of children, of conservative values, 
of parental authority, of the place of romantic love, of the tension 
between propriety and sophistication, and of the dangers of undue 
familiarity outside the family circle. It unerringly displays the depth 
of Austen’s wisdom, especially in her understanding of the spiritual, 
psychological, and cultural complexities of morality. 

7MPP...591 pp, $11.95
Study Guide: 7MPSP...32 pp, $3.95

Pride and Prejudice. This is arguably the finest, and certainly the 
most popular, of Austen’s novels. However, its profound Christian 
morality is all too often missed or wilfully overlooked by today’s 
(post)modern critics. Yet Austen saw the follies and foibles of 
human nature, and the frictions and fidelities of family life, with an 
incisive eye that penetrates to the very heart of the human condition. 

7PPP...439 pp, $9.95
Study Guide: 7PPSP...32 pp, $3.95

Sense and Sensibility. Through her deft unraveling of the dramatically 
different romantic fates of Elinor and Marianne Dashwood, Austen 
displays her mastery of the English language and an equally masterful 
invention of colorful, realistic characters. The author’s appreciation of 
what it is to be human, grounded in her deeply convicted Christianity, 
illuminates the tale with special wisdom.

7SSP..496 pp, $11.95
Study Guide: 7LGSP...32 pp, $3.95

CHARLOTTE BRONTE

Jane Eyre. One of the finest novels ever written, this is also one 
of the most misunderstood masterpieces of world literature. This 
critical edition emphasizes the semi-autobiographical dimension of 
the novel, exposing feminist critiques of the work as being woefully 
awry and illustrating Brontë’s belief in the hard-earned, hard-
learned blessings of sanctity and reverence.

7JEP...672 pp, $11.95

EMILY BRONTE

Wuthering Heights. This is one of the classic novels of nineteenth-
century romanticism. What was Emily Brontë’s intention? Were 
they iconoclastic? Were they feminist? Were they Christian or 
post-Christian? Who are the heroes and the villains? This critical 
edition includes new and controversial critical essays by some of 
the leading lights in contemporary literary scholarship. 

7WHP...445 pp, $9.95
Study Guide: 7WHSP...32 pp, $3.95

CHARLES DICKENS

A Tale of Two Cities. Set during the French Revolution, this classic 
novel expresses sympathy for the downtrodden poor and their 
outrage at the self-indulgent aristocracy. But Dickens is no friend of 
the vengeful mob storming the Bastille and cheering the guillotine; 
his passion is for the unforgettable individuals he creates. 

7TTCP...536 pp, $11.95
Study Guide: 7TTCSP...32 pp, $3.95

Great Expectations. True charity permeates Dickens’ novels and 
ultimately drives the characters either to choose regeneration or risk 
disintegration. Pip—symbolic of the pilgrim convert—gains both 
improved fortunes and a growth in wisdom, but as he acquires the 
latter, he must relinquish the former. As we travel with Pip, we find 
that Dickens leads us to an acceptance of worldly limitations and an 
anticipation of final salvation.

7GEP...711 pp, 11.95
Study Guide: 7GESP...32 pp, $3.95

JOHN HENRY NEWMAN

Loss and Gain. This novel about a young man’s intellectual and 
spiritual development was the first work St. John Henry Newman 
wrote after entering the Catholic Church in 1845. It describes the     
questions and doubts Charles Reding experiences while attending 
Oxford. Newman wrote this autobiographical novel to illustrate his 
own reasons for embracing Catholicism.

7LGP...432 pp, $9.95
Study Guide: 7LGSP...32 pp, $3.95

PHILOSOPHICAL CLASSICS

Confessions by Saint Augustine of Hippo 
7CP...522 pp, $14.95

Study Guide: 7CSP...47 pp, $3.95

The Consolation of Philosophy by Boethius.  Boethius composed one 
of the most popular and influential works of the Middle Ages while 
awaiting the death sentence for treason in prison. In the Consolation, 
Boethius explores the true end of life—knowledge of God—through 
a conversation with Lady Philosophy. Part prose, part poetry, the work 
combines Greek philosophy and Christian faith to formulate answers to 
some of life’s most difficult and enduring questions.

7CPP...304 pp, $7.95
Study Guide: 7CPSP...32 pp, $3.95

ROMANTIC POETS

Blake, Wordsworth, and Coleridge. In this volume the finest 
works of the first generation of Romantic Poets—William Blake, 
William Wordsworth, and Samuel Taylor Coleridge—are assembled 
in an accessible and yet scholarly manner, together with a selection 
of contemporary criticism by tradition-oriented experts, in order to 
introduce these poets to a new generation of readers.

7RPP...528 pp, $11.95

MARY SHELLEY

Frankenstein. This is among the most influential and controversial 
novels of the nineteenth century; it is also one of the most 
misunderstood and misinterpreted. This critical edition contains 
tradition-oriented essays by literary scholars that serve as an antidote 
to the poison that has contaminated the critical understanding of this 
classic gothic novel. 

7FP...275 pp, $8.95
Study Guide: 7FSP...40 pp, $3.95   

WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE

Hamlet . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  7HP...317 pp, $7.95
Study Guide: 7HSP...32 pp, $3.95

Julius Caesar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   7JCP...240 pp, $5.95
Study Guide: 7JCSP...32 pp, $3.95

King Lear . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  7KLP...367 pp, $7.95
Study Guide: 7KLSP...32 pp, $3.95

Macbeth . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  7MP...237 pp, $5.95
Study Guide: 7MSP...32 pp, $3.95

The Merchant of Venice . . . . . . . . . .  7MVP...274 pp, $5.95
Study Guide: 7MVSP...32 pp, $3.95

Othello . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  7OP...312 pp, $7.95

Romeo and Juliet . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  7RJP...288 pp, $5.95
Study Guide: 7RJSP...32 pp, $3.95
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